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ABSTRACT .

‘ Almost 700 black undcr?radnates responded to a
questionnaire investigating the educational characteristics,
experiences, and outcomes of black undergraduates at six
predominantly white state-supported c ses. It was found that
students in the study entered college with established histories of
academic achievement, came from majority-black schools, and now found
themselves in the unfamiliar situation of being in a decided
minority, with little contact with black faculty staff. The studeats
reported relatively good relations with their peers in the classroom,
but little contact outside the classroom., They also reported fr nt
axposure to racial discrimination, on the part of students, atafg,
and faculty. Nost students believed white professors to be concerned
about their success, but felt that the professors sometimes evaluated
black academic performance unfairly. Socially, the black students
felt at a severe disadvantage. Tho most were reasonably satisfied
with their financial aid, over a third felt that other support
services were unsatisfactory. Finally, despite obvious problems, the
students clearly possessed high g:rceptions of self. Overall, the .
study revealed a tremendous gap batween black student needs on white
campuses and the currently existing policies and programs of those
campuses. (RDN)
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Introduction
amiaq'otw:hanmmﬂedtommch_mmm
educational mimﬂmdﬂﬂMuM‘aWMu
universities a major concexn. Previcus aducational research on Black
Amaricans has tmmxmymmummugnmm
mlyalmudputimo!mumhmmloohdattheeaum
axpexiences of Black youth. mtm-mmmhmmis'

Elusive Squality (1979), Thomas® Black Students in Higher Bducation:

Mﬁmmmuggm' (1981) , Blackwell's Main-
stresming Outsiders (1961), and Aseins' Migerities in Highes Riucation
(1982). Attenticn to Black students’ collage axperisences is vital

mmﬂmﬁn&gmmwmﬁmmdm

patterns of college attendance for Blacks. Whexeas, the majority were
previously enrollad in historically Slack colleges and universities,

by 1973 eusmmtmm&mdmmfmthmmmmm

that level through 1982. Thus, three quartars of all Black college

students currently attend predominantly Wwhite colleges and universitias.
Similarly, S7 percent of all bachaloxs' degreas conferred on Black studants
Guxring 1978-79 were granted by predominantly White ca-llms and universities.

MnuuMymmmmmammmm
Mmmuwmmmummmcmmsqm

mmmummﬂmunmmm
mmmqmmujmmmm Sowever, closex
mdpmmmnmmum!hiummm
mhMWmﬂmmum. Their persistance

,Mcwxmh.mmum-m.m:m
Wmdimm‘mmnmawuamm
(Allen, 1982). | , .

min:mﬁiommmmwmmmaml

educational charactaristics, mm“tmduackymthu
white colleges and universities. M:e-nrch will help to idantify
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factors which facilitate (o block) their successful completion of
school. hnm'mmmmmmudmuc
attempts to improve these experiances.
A Study of Black Chaxacterigtics, Experiences and Outcomes
characteristics experiences and outcomes at six pradominanity White campuses
nationally (University of Michigan-Ann Axbor; University of North Carolina=-
Chapel Hill; Universtiy of California-Los Angales; Arizooa State University:
Memphis State University and Stats University of Wew York-Stony Brook).
regional, and proportional enrollmsst varistions. Since the overwhelming
sajority of Blacks in higher education attend public institutions oaly
state-supported universities were studied. Tha data were from Winter,
| 1981 mailed questicnnaires to which 695 undergradustes responded (30 par
. cent response rate). The administrative stxucture of the study centralized
data collection and handling at the University of Michigan, while rassarch
conabn\:atorsmnchmm‘dnnuu responaibilicies (e.g..
publicity, administrative dstails, etc.). The random sample for study
mmmmumummmm
supplied by Ragistrars’ offices at participsting waiversitiss. The
sampling procedure stratified students by year of enrollment and employed
random intexval selaction within lswvels to choose respondents. ‘

This study used a complex modal o investigate relationships
betwaen Black student educational axperiences and outcomes on Whits campuses.
Thus, the major purpose of the stuldy was to assess what happens to Black
students between college entry and gradustion (or dropping cut). An
MNMNMMM&MMtfw
W,mmxm.mmwm {e.g. with
peers, staff and faculty), collegé commitment to Black studants, student *
feslings of anxiety/alisnation and cbssrved student cutcomes.

iy
»
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This sumary is kept intentionally brisf and straightforward.
Later reports. from the data will offex more detailed, in-depth coverage
and provida more iovolved analysis/reporting of data. Descriptive
statistics (e.g.. mummm.m) muudinmanpo:t
msmnumjummtmmmmuu.

We will now considar findings from this study. The first measures

of interest hers are student college satisfacticn, university GPA (academic

performance level) and educational/occupational aspirations. Overall,
eheuudut-"adjuﬂ-ntwmgniunitywmhnmm _
generally unsatisfying. Nearly 62 per cent of the stufents reported little
or no integration into general student activities cn campus. In addicien,
45 percsnt reported. that extracurzicular activities on the campus did not
adequataly reflact thair interests.

The majority of students were doing relatively well academically;
10 pax cent reported GPAs of C (2.0) or less and approximatsly 45 pex cent
reported GPAs of C+ (2.76) or highar. m.tmé&u:mm
regorted GPAs above B+ (3.5)) a significant shift from the 37 per cent with
B+ averages in high school. Ops third of studants set their ultimate
educational goal at the Bachelor's dagres level. Another (.. rd aspired
to Master's lavel degees; the last third sought tamminal, pofessional
(M.D., J.D., or D.D.S.) or doctoral dagress. Wwhils educational goals
WWMMMW.WMW
almost uniformly high. mlyaSp-:cuto!th-mqum
into upper level white collar positions.

The backgrounds of Black stulents in this national study suggest
that popularized steveotypes bear little resemblance to the sctual character-
istics of Blick college students across the country. Sixty-five per cent
dmmmm"wwiamwmm.
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Only!ummccntmfmfmunmgmmsﬂ.mo:lm.
mumzmm:wxumumMsnm.mm The
mu:ummwwmmmmp:mmmm
students' families, as evidenced by parent’'s educational attainmants and
mmtho!mmum Twenty eight percent of
the respondants' fathers, 2§mmto!mnmm39p:cm

of their siblings are reported as having n:undcd_conm.

mumwcm«mu. Over half (67 per cant) raported
high school grada point averages of B or bettar. Of all students, 37 per-

cmwmmmtmdm(s.ﬂmm Over half the
studants ranked in the tép ten per cent of their graduating class, with

| mwmmummuv‘mm

mmm&mmm.w.mmmu
for the reality of being a racial minmority in school settings. Fewer than
ITmMM'm.MMMMMmmm
or less. On the contxary, over half of these students attended Black
njmwmmhtwwm+m:m“nmmn
respective universities. Apsrt from Memphis State University, Black studants
in this ssuple representsd lass than 10 parcent of. the total student

mmm.mm:ammmmumm

student outcomes. mawmpommh&ofmmd
wummmmummmn:nmmm
Black students being admitted and deciding to attend the University.
Seprasentative coOments waret '
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jlﬂiﬂﬂimmlﬂdm. Most BSlack

mm'emsmzxmmm

course, so they dom't get in.”
Wmdmm'wmﬂuew“
nusbers of Black students at their universities. As for seeking Black
- faculty and/or staff to aid in easing adjustment problems, these students
encounter additional problems. Black student contact with Black faculty
and staff is at best limited, Sixty-eeven per cent of the students
zeported that thay had little or no exposure to Black faculty and staff.
Most students expressed the need for an increased mumber of Alack faculty
and staff as evidenced by these comments:

umq.mmwmmme-mm

mmzumhmmuwumm.. mm-mm |

a majority (80 par cent) of the Black students reported that white pears
only -sometimes showed high regard for their academic aoilities. Howavar,
mwcnmm)mwmemeammm
often avoided interacting with them sccially outside the academic halls.
Just under two-thirds (59 per ceat) reported Whits students £0 treat

universitiss was veportedly istanss. Nevertheless, a majority reported
that this competition either did not affact them or was positive in its
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affact

In the area of race relations, Black students did not fare tdo
well. Fifty-eight percent of the studsnts reported having exparienced
at lesst one incident of racisl discrimination. Of this group, 60%
cited racial insults and negative racial attitudes as the most common
forms of discriminaticn encomtered. Threa examples of raported
in idents of race discrimination follow:

'mMMmldu:Mdn'tmnm:lm
bacamise it was extramely difficult and Blarkn can’t bhandle
difficult classes.”

*I was walking out of my grofessax’s office aidd another
m:mmmommaummmhmaom
mm.mwnmmmuyuh&n.'

'Mmadmyu'mQMdaMmmmMu
shaet with a string around its nsck suspended from a lamp post

in front of my dorm.® .

More than GOW of the Black studants characteriszed demaral
mmmu&mv.- faculty (60%), white staff (634) on
their campus as nagative. However, at least eighty pp:e.ntnpotted‘ .
good to excellent personal relationships with Wite faculty (83%), whites
staff (88%), and Whits stwisnts(808). ‘Thus, the view was one of
Mymmmuﬁmmmmuwmr. .
m-w“mmmuw:mummmsnm
whites on the campus in quastiom.

nmmmwmmmu'wam&md
their largely hite faculties. Over half (80%) reported profassoxs as
videncing scme difficulty in relating to them. Over half (80%) the
sMMW-MMMmMWﬂ&
them outside class. While a significant portion of ths studants réported
professars as eneouraging them to pursue advanced stuiies (43%) and
mmdnmmwm(nﬂ,mww
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. doubts concerning professorial fa‘rness in evaluating Black student

academic pc:tuqnnca.

mmmmmmmnjucmozmummwimuu
mtmlytnwwmmuatmmmmwm-.
mmmwmm, 288 refar to problems of
cultural adjustment or feelings of social isolaticn and 18 percent:
rapart problems with racism. As one stuldent so aptly stated, Blacks
have to cope with a plethora of problems:

"piscrimination by White atudents. The lack of sufficient
tmmmdmmumcocmmu.
mmmummeuamw-msud:sm
from lower skilled schéols end ara not prespared for tha big
advance in academic skills.® '

Campus Supportive Services

Black students' evaluations of university supportive services are
largely positive. with respoct to finances, most identified -pn:mul
earnings and grants-in-aid as major scurces of funding for college.
Wmummem:mhﬂny
financial aid from their universities. Roughly a thixd of students
judged their financial aid as adeguate. A higber proportion (45%)
WMMﬂQwMﬂMeMMM.MM
a sizesble third expressed dissatisfaction. Three quartsrs of ths
studants found campus remedial, tutorial, and academic services some-
what haipful. smcxy.wmmmuzmﬁmonxu,
program, or organization as having been particularly helpful to their
academic and/or social adjustment.

Even though evaluations of supportive sarvices are largely positive,
mzt«mum-mm&mm.WQM'
left the university for reasons other than gradusticn, Among ths reasons
cited, the majority (7M)Mdthﬂlacke£myocm
mummmmum. Commonly cited reasons were:

S ‘{1\4‘
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wzmymxm.m«mm.mumy
tec continus , didn't have the GPA to continue."; "Unhappy with

mum-m:mm:mwsym'

Student-Attitades

Black studsnts in this study exhibited high self-concepts. On most
m‘amm,mmﬁamm‘ The points
evalvated vers leadership ability, sslf-confidence, popularity.
physical well being, commmnity perception of student, closeness with
family, high school teachers' evaluations, popularity with opposite sex,
aﬂmfm‘m&m. On all points, well over 508 of the student
sampla rated thamselves as above aversge or high.

Sumsary and Conclusion

| Black students in this study enter collega with established hi-’

. ~ stories of scademic achievemant, measured by high school GPA and rank
in graduating class. These Black students come Exom high schools vhare
mmummon.q. They enter universities where Blacks axs
a decided minority. At these universities, they receive at best limited
mmnhekfmltymm:mwm:nmn!u
Blacks employsd in such positiocns. '

Students in this study report relatively good relations with their
.mwmumm wmm.cm:mn.m ‘Chey
mu:m«»muam«-m:-mu There is
mmmmmmunmmmuu. For
mmm.mmmummmwm
competition or are positively motivated as a result.

smumw.-'m:mmemmmnu--
crininstion. In general, mmsmxymmm
with wiits faculty, m.mm«mm Thasse
nwmmmwmemmmumm
vmumu'mmmmmummgoemw. staff,

0 S
l . 0
S e ! C N
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and studants.

' he relationship hetween whita professors and Black students is
varisbla. Studsnts report white faculty as having difficulty relating
mmmmmmwwxmmmumw.«
of class. mmuhoumwMtntmlwmhbem
about their success, but fesl that they sometimes evaluate Black student
academic performance unfairxly.

My.MMnmatammtnb. Even
though Black organizations sponsor activities, over half the students
report, At best, infrequent participation in such activities. Tha
muaummmxymmmmm.uuumdm
mmm

mm«mmnumzmuﬂ:mmtettmu
aid recsived. Wu.mamzutquofmm&n
sexvices (o-g.,MMim)mml:hmum!m. Finances
mwmumm-mmmymmmpmmo:mm
student's own income. Daspite cbvious problems, Black students in the
sample claarly possess high perceptions of'..ui. |

mmmu«ummm::-ommmw.
pirst, it is assused students will enter college with adequats preparation
mmzm»u«unczenmum'mmnqmmm
mwammmmmmmam
m.zeummmmunmuommmwc
mmmmmm)mmmmuutmwu .
miqummmmmmun Therefors, under noxmal
M.mmwﬂnﬂmucnwmmu
and their univezrsities. NMMNNMMx!m .
the needs of the other—-to the mutusl benafit of both. It is evidest
mm.aﬁmm,memmummhmm
achiaving such satisfactory nllticnﬂd.p! with thair universities. This
Mmmh-ﬂﬂﬂuﬂyaﬂmummm '
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fn looking for plausible explanations of this sesming disjuncturs

mmm«mm uqinniﬁu.nm!ormdho&it

that the implied pmah:lp, while real, is an unequal one. That is,
hile Black students besr some responsibility for how they fare at thess
universities, theirs is not the pivotal role. The educational missions
of thesa public universities charge them with responsibility for
developing and implementing stratagiss vhich provide for the affective
education of the nation's (and theix respective state's) diverss pop~
ulation. Since thasa universitiss axa the vehiclas through which
stodeits matriculate, ultimate responsibility and resources for making
this transition by Black students (apd all students, for that matter)

a siooth one rests with the {nstitution, its officecs, faculty, and staff.

S

The task confronting intsrested researchers, pucﬁonnts.andpnucr
m::m@zummmzmmmumm
mm“mwmmaﬂmmmmmo:m
m:mum:mmim.’.mminqmsmmmh:
quastions, it is useful to turn §o the students themselves. Wien asked
w\matmmmmpncinmmwﬂmmwm
aiack students experience at White tniversities, a response typical of
the many racommendations called for:

12
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